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It Starts with the Pests!



Benefits of Pest Management 

 

• .



Minor Use Pesticide Problem



IR-4 Mission
Facilitate the regulatory approval of 

sustainable pest management technology for 
specialty crops and specialty uses to promote 

public well-being
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IR-4 Project Objectives

• Food Crop Program
• Biopesticide & Organic Support
• Environmental Horticulture Program



Benefits of Pest Management
Flagship Objective

Food Program w/ Reduced Risk Products
EPA required Magnitude of Residue 
trials (19,814 supported uses)



Modern Minor Use Problem  

 

• .Registrations are plentiful but ability 
to use approved pest management 
products can be limited: 
Export issues
Efficacy data needs
Pest resistance
Use restrictions
Public acceptance 



Integrated Solutions

1. Screen 
conventional 
products and 
biopesticides 

2. Manage pest 
resistance 

3. Reduce pesticide 
residue levels to 
enhance trade 

4. Research efforts to 
address needs for 
organic production 



Global Harmonization Efforts

1. Repurposing old IR-4 Data
2. Data Development

• Global Zoning 
• Enhanced Domestic Research
• Joint Research Projects

3. Leadership (GMUS/GMUW)



Biopesticides

 

• Focus on both conventional and 
organic market use 

• Support biopesticide 
registrations
– Regulatory Support
– Data development now in 

Integrated Solutions
• Includes support for 

biotechnology - Plant 
Incorporated Protectants 



Changes in Biopesticide World

 

• Many new effective products with 
registrations

• Products have fit into 
conventional agriculture systems

• Big companies are established in 
biopesticide market

• Consumer demand for green 
products for home and garden

• Biostimulants



Telling the Truth?

 



Environmental Horticulture

 

• Predominantly crop safety testing and 
efficacy, including invasive pests 
allowing industry to expand registrations 
(Open Labels)

• Pollinator Protection



SIGNIFICANT Leverage of Funding 
GROUP          AMOUNT   PROGRAM(S) SUPPORTED 
NRSP-4    $   481,182   Food, Ornamental, Biopesticide
USDA-NIFA         $11,916 000  Food, Ornamental, Biopesticide  
USDA-ARS         $  3,100,000  Food & Ornamental 
USDA-FAS         $     450,000  Food (International)
Grants from Industry $  1,000,000  All
TOTAL    $16,947,182

*Does not include in-kind contributions that are provided by Rutgers ($216K) other 
State Agricultural Experiments Stations ($2.9 M), Canada ($450 K), EPA ($7.6 M), 
growers and the crop protection industry ($5.5 M). In-kind contribution valued at 
over $16.755 million annually



Funding 

• IR-4 funding less today than in 2010; 
• CLC stepped up their game; “19 in 19”; at 

the end of the process; another year of flat 
funding  Operation 20 in 20

• Eliminated in President’s FY 2020 proposal
• House restored funding + $84,000
• Indirect

• Rutgers RCM
• Convert to SCA in FY 2021 10% IDC

• Engaged in Strategic Realignment 
discussions
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Benefits • Growers
– Legal access to safe & effective pest management 

technology……grow high quality crops
• Food Processors & Food Retailers

– Consistent supply of raw materials
• Economy

– IR-4 contributes $9.4 Billion to annual US 
GDP/supports >95,200 jobs

• Public
– Plentiful supply of specialty crops that contribute to a 

healthy diet & plants that enhance the environment.

Benefits/Summary



Commodity Liaison 
Committee Process

http://www.ffva.com/iMISpublic/Home1/AM/ContentManagerNet/HomePages/1508site_1508_20080325T143026HomePage.aspx?Section=Home1
http://www.nationalwatermelonassociation.com/


Thank You
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